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Day
8/25

8/26

8/27

8/28

8/29

8/30

8/31
9/1
9/2

9/3

9/4

9/5

9/6

9/7
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Schedule

Arrival
Welcome Ceremony
Introductions to host family

Welcome packets-which include bus passes

English Class 9-11:50 AM
Lunch 12-1 PM

Tour of Port Orchard 1-4 PM
English Class 9-11:50 AM
Lunch 12-1 PM

Tour of Silverdale 1-4 PM
English Class 9-11:50 AM
Lunch 12-1 PM

Tour of Poulsbo 1-4 PM
English Class 9-11:50 AM
Lunch 12-1 PM

Tour of Tacoma 1-4 PM
English Class 9-11:50 AM
Lunch 12-1 PM

People and Places in the Pacific Northwest 1-4 PM

Weekend
Weekend
Holiday — No Class

Be prepared to provide pictures and content.

English Class 9-11:50 AM
Lunch 12-1 PM

Tour of Port Townsend and Fort Worden 1-4 PM

English Class 9-11:50 AM

Lunch 12-1 PM

Tour of Bainbridge Island 1-4 PM
English Class 9-11:50 AM

Lunch 12-1 PM

Tour of Seattle 1-4 PM

English Class 9-11:50 AM

Closing ceremony 12-3 PM
Leave for airport

TaTSLRTTa— I

Field Trips
Learn the bus route

Riding the ferry and exploring
Port Orchard

Nature walk and shopping in
Silverdale

Tour the Suquamish Museum
and Poulsbo

Point Defiance Zoo &
Aquarium Tacoma

Park

Host family activities

Host family activities

Choose an option

Port Townsend/ Fort Worden
Bainbridge Island Japanese-

American Exclusion Memorial

Seattle

Olympic College

SEATAC Airport
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Olympic College & Host Family
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Id like to talk to you about the first day.
On the first day, we arrived at Olympic College and the welcome ceremony was held.
My first impression of Olympic College was so peaceful because there is rich nature
there. | was surprised that there was a sport gym on campus.
At the ceremony, | met my host family. | was very nervous at first but my host family
was very kind to me. So | was looking forward to the next two weeks. | ate sandwich
and cake. It was delicious but | was surprised that American cake was so sweet.

(H.m.)
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English Class & Port Orchard
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On August 26th, we had the first class at Olympic College. Our teacher’s name is Joyce.
She is very cheerful, and she has eleven pets! She also likes sports such as baseball. It
was hard to hear native English but we did enjoy our first class thanks to Joyce.
In the afternoon, we went to Port Orchard by the ferry. There were many kinds of
stores such as cafes, antique shops, a candy shop and so on. The clerks were very kind
in every shop. | learned that it is important to be kind to people.

(R.K.)
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Suquamish Museum & Poulsbo
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| went to Olympic College in Bremerton and today’s talk is about the 4t day of my time
there. | got over jet lag. I’'m sure we’ll get used to the lifestyle. That day we went to the
Squamish Museum and Poulsbo in the afternoon.
The Squamish Museum was similar to a Japanese museum but it was difficult for us to
understand all the English documents in the museum. We learned about American
culture there.
Poulsbo is a town near Seattle. It was “Instagram Town”. | went to a popular ice cream
shop and a famous donut shop. In the ice cream shop, | wanted to buy a small one but |
bought a big one by mistake. In the donut shop, all of the donuts were colorful and
cute in design. The American sweets were delicious but TOO sweet!

(Y.1.)
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Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium
RANT1771T7 2 ANYE & KIKEE

SOUTH PACIFIC G‘ v
AQUARIUM =
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We went to the Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium on the fifth day. The biggest feature of
the zoo is that you can enjoy both the zoo and the aquarium in one place. There is an
aquarium in the center of the park, surrounded by a zoo.
| succeeded in the mission of shooting a photo of myself alone in the photo booth in
the zoo. | was projected on a large monitor outside the photo booth so that all the
people who passed by could see my face.
In addition, | had trouble when I lost my wallet in the zoo. However, | had a good
experience communicating with the information desk clerk. Id like to tell you what |
have learned from this experience. DO NOT FORGET the wallet, iPhone and the
passport. These three are the most important things when you travel.

(K.A.)
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Bainbridge Island Japanese American Exclusion Memorial
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On Thursday morning, September 5%, we prepared our farewell speeches on Friday. |

worked hard on writing and making presentation. Joyce and OC student Gregory taught
and encouraged me while polishing my presentation.
In the afternoon, we went on a field trip to Bainbridge Island Japanese American
Exclusion Memorial. We heard directly from Nikkei (Japanese-American) residents
about what happened to them in the 1940’s. The Japanese-Americans who lived on
Bainbridge Island were sent to internment camps. An internment camp was a place
where the Japanese-Americans were kept because America and Japan were at a war.
This was a negative point of American history because the people were American
citizens. They were innocent but their freedoms were taken away. At the Exclusion
Memorial, we saw the story wall. This memorial was made of large trees that are over
800-900 years old. All of the names of the 276 Japanese who lived on Bainbridge Island
and were sent away are written on this wall. We learned the preciousness of peace.
(TY.)
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Weekend with Host Family
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We spent our first weekend with my host family. In the morning, we went to Church. It

was like a party rather than a strict atmosphere like Japan. | was glad that | experienced
real Sunday Service.
Next, we went to the Blackberry Festival. It was very crowded. It was the first time for
me to eat blackberries. They looked like blueberries and were very delicious. | saw a
man wearing Disney garment and even Disney tattoo. | was so excited because | love
Disney.
In the evening, we visited a family of my host mother’s sister. They run a kindergarten
at home so the house is really big! It’s like a park. | played until | was exhausted. It
reminded me of my childhood. It was a very fulfilling day.

(A.L)
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Weekend in Seattle
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On Monday, September 2", we had a free day because it was a national holiday called
“Labor Day”. | went to Seattle that day. | went to a bakery to have lunch and also went
sightseeing in Seattle. | went up the Space Needle! It is the most famous sightseeing
spot in Seattle. | also bought some souvenirs for my family and friends.
| felt people are so friendly and | thought conversation with somebody is very
important. Japanese are shy but | think we should try everything.
This program is a short time but | could understand a different culture. If you are
interested in international relations, why don’t you go abroad?

(HT)
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Closing Ceremony
BT

| will explain the closing ceremony at Olympic College.
We each made a presentation on our experiences in the United States. | talked about
shopping experiences. | went to a big supermarket with my host family, Kitsap Mall
near OC with my classmates, some souvenir shops in Bremerton and shops in Seattle. |
enjoyed shopping there. | made a presentation about them. | was relieved that the
presentation did not fail. Other student’s presentations also went smoothly.
| felt my English was improved through this program. | want to improve my English skill
and want to go back to Seattle someday again.

(T.S.)
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The Last Day
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It was the last day at the end of two weeks of staying in Bremerton. Everyone was sad
to say good-bye to their host families.
| was able to spend a very fulfilling two weeks in my first overseas study. | touched a
different atmosphere and experienced things that can only be done in the United
States. | am glad that | met a good host family and an English teacher.
| have been working hard to study English since | came back to Japan. | want to study
abroad some years later. | want to strengthen my English skill based on what | learned
in this 2-week program.

(A.C))
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Yutaro SEINO
Exchange Student to Olympic College 2019 1Q & 2Q

Hello, | am Yutaro.

In the spring quarter of 2019, | took an English class
at Olympic College for four hours from Monday
through Friday. | could not understand English at all
at the start. | was very nervous.

However, after one month, | went to a conference. The conference really
stimulated me, and | took to communicate more positively. During the first
month, | was really nervous and shy. | thought my English was so bad. | did not
know why | could not speak English. At the conference, | met a lot of other
— international students. Some of them could

] speak so well. They told me that | had only been
£ in the US for a month, but other international
students had been there a lot longer. In the
beginning it’s hard, but speaking gets better the
longer you are there. Then my way of thinking
changed and | did not worry about my English

any more.

In the summer quarter, | took a higher level English
class for four hours from Monday to Thursday. The
class was very hard for me in summer. However, |
came to be able to speak English more. | often went
to walk in Seattle, because my English ability moved
up to daily conversation level. Seattle is a place that
is interesting just to walk the way around and hear
the words of various countries fly about.

| spend the best time of my life during my half-year
abroad. | want to challenge it once again if there is a
chance to go to a foreign country.

Thank you.
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